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Outside the main city, Vianden sits on the Our 
River in northeast Luxembourg. Its cobble-stoned 
streets, gray-thatched roofs, spectacular castle and 
stunning scenery make it one of the country’s most 
popular (and most crowded) tourist attractions. 

A chairlift operates during the summer to allow vis-
itors an alluring aerial view of the town. Walk the 
historic streets of the Grand Rue or people-watch 
as you sip coffee at one of the many terrace cafes. 
Another popular destination is Durbuy, sometimes 
called “the smallest town in the world.” 

 “POSTCARD-PERFECT”

La Roche-en-Ardenne is the quintessential Ar-
dennes town, complete with feudal castle ruins, 
WWII memorials and museums, quaint little ca-
fes, and even a wild game park. Its proximity to the 
River Ourthe makes it an ideal location for those 
interested in horseback riding, kayaking, cycling 
and other sports, and there are also lovely hikes to 
be had through the Ardennes forests.  

The region of Mullerthal is also called Luxem-
bourg’s Petite Suisse or “Little Switzerland” because 

of its hill country near the Sure (or Sauer) River and 
has plenty of untouched forest, sandrock forma-
tions, brooks, streams and valleys to explore. 

Within the region, the small city of Echternach is 
famous for the Echternach Abbey and the Basilica 
of St Willibrord. Visit the museum to learn how 
Echternach was once a major center for Christian-
ity, art, and learning, established by Northumbrian 
monk St. Willibrord; the city even holds a “Dancing 
Procession” in his honor every year. 

If you plan on staying in Echternach, four 13th 
century medieval towers have been converted into 
modern apartments and vacation homes available 
for rent (check out echternach-tourist.lu/en/medi-
eval-towers).

The highest point in Luxembourg is Kneiff, fol-
lowed closely by Buurgplaatz (it’s one meter lower 
than Kneiff), which has been commonly mistaken 
as the highest point – so much so that there is a 
commemorative plaque celebrating the erroneous 
distinction. Both are located near the town of Wil-
werdange in Troisvierges and offer pleasant strolls 
of the grassy hilltops and peaceful surrounding 
farmland.  

 “FIND ART”

A contemporary underground art gallery, Am Tun-
nel is located fifty feet below the Bourbon Plateau 
in the carved casements of Luxembourg City’s an-
cient fortress and primarily showcases the work of 
local artists. 

A ten-minute walk from there leads you to another 
historical building and bastion of contemporary 
art: Casino Luxembourg.  Once known as the Ca-
sino Bourgeois, the former casino, entertainment 
center, and social hotspot was converted into an 
exhibition space for art and culture. Its 13 restored 
rooms now serve as a “forum for contemporary 
art” with guided tours, cultural shows, conferences 
and concerts, as well as a public library and reading 
room called the Infolab.

Film buffs will love the Cinematheque Municipal, 
which carries 15,000 films in its archive. Not only is 
it a great place to view classic movies and art house 
cinema, it’s also cheap. Movie lovers visiting in the 
summer months can take advantage of the cinema’s 
open-air screenings.

The Philharmonie Luxembourg Grande-Duch-

The Allure of

Tucked inconspicuously between Germany, Belgium and France, Luxembourg is the only one of its kind – a Grand Duchy smaller than Rhode 
Island with a population of just over 500,000. This tiny European Union country is known for its high standard of living (it boasts the third 
highest GDP in the world) and lush scenery.  Luxembourg offers its own mix of the hip cosmopolitan and quiet rustic. If you want to enjoy 

the finer things in life without the usual stress of vacationing, Luxembourg is exactly what you’re looking for.

•	 Luxembourgers	(that	is,	people	from	Luxembourg)	speak	three	languages:	
 German, French and the national language Luxembourgish (or “Lëtzebuergesch”).
•	 Luxembourg	is	considered	the	world’s	safest	city.
•	 The	weather	in	Luxembourg	is	temperate.	Be	warned	that	the	sunny	summer	months	bring	hordes	of	European	tourists.	
•	 Hollywood	movies	like	“The	Girl	with	a	Pearl	Earring”	(2003)	and	“The	Merchant	of	Venice”	have	been	filmed	there.
•	 For	a	list	of	events	and	highlights,	download	Luxembourg’s	City	Highlights	catalog	at	www.luxembourg.co.uk/pdf/CityHighlights2011.pdf.

Before you go.

Getting Around. See & Do.
Active types can rent bikes from Velo en 
Ville, the only vendor in Luxembourg City, 
to take a leisurely tour of the city, though it’s 
easy enough to get around on foot. For ex-
cursions away from the city center, we rec-
ommend renting a car to explore the quaint 
towns and villages dotting the picturesque 
countryside. Trains offer another option for 
those not keen on driving.

 “THE USUAL SUSPECTS”

Within Luxembourg City, the 17th century promenade that was once part of the city’s fortress at Che-
min de La Corniche – commonly referred to as “Europe’s most beautiful balcony” – offers pedestrians 
a spectacular view of the terraced fields (used for gardens) and river valley below. 

From there it’s a pleasant and peaceful walk through the gorge to “the Grund” district in the valley 
below the city center.  One of the oldest parts of the city, this UNESCO World Heritage site lies on the 
Alzette River and is known as much for its picturesque day-time walks (expect plenty of cafes, bars and 
museums) as it is for its dynamic nightlife scene. 
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esse Josephine-Charlotte is the newly built (it 
opened in 2005) concert hall also located in 
Luxembourg City. Hosting about 400 perfor-
mances a year in its three concert halls, the 
Philharmonie Luxembourg covers everything 
from classical to opera, contemporary and jazz 
music with performers from around the world.

Fans of Victor Hugo – the novelist-poet best 
known for “The Hunchback of Notre Dame” 
and “Les Miserables” – can visit the French au-
thor’s house in Vianden where he stayed dur-
ing his exile in 1871. The Victor Hugo House is 
open to the public as a museum displaying his 
original works, furniture, personal documents, 
books, and letters.

      “GRAPE ESCAPE”

Wine lovers will want to visit Luxembourg in 
the spring and fall (August to November) to 
join in the harvest celebrations and wine festi-
vals held in the Moselle Valley – the epicenter 
of Luxembourg’s wine country. 

Take the Route du Vin (“Wine Road”) that 
starts in Wasserbillig and travels south along 
the Moselle River (known amongst locals as 
the “Wine River”) to the wine region’s capital 
Grevenmacher and passes through several vil-
lages all the way to Remich. 

Luxembourg’s vineyards offer everything from 
wine tastings to guided tours, and museums. 
The most famous wine cellars are Caves St. 
Martin, carved out of rock, and Caves Bernard-
Massard, internationally-renown for its spar-
kling wines. You may also opt for a leisurely 
river cruise on the Moselle River to see the 
valley’s three grape varieties and sample the re-
gion’s famous white wines.

For those who prefer beer to wine, try Diekirch, 
brewed in the town of Diekirch just a short train 
ride north of Luxembourg City (sadly, there are 
no tours available at the brewery). 

 “GOURMET GETAWAY”

Luxembourgers are serious about their food. 
Awarded by the oldest and best-known Euro-
pean hotel and restaurant guide, the Michelin 
Guide, stars are earned by only the most out-

 “AND THE REST IS HISTORY”

Despite its diminutive size, Luxembourg is rich 
in history, and its lasting marks can be found 
all over the Grand Duchy. Having once housed 
the Grand Dukes, the Palais Grand Ducal in 
Luxembourg City was built in the 16th century 
at the height of the Italian Renaissance. It now 
serves as the Grand Duke’s office, but is also 
open for tours.

A short distance away is the Bock Promontory, 
on which lies the ruins of the castle built by 
Count Siegfried de Lorraine in the 900s.  What 

standing restaurants in the world. But Luxem-
bourg has more Michelin-starred restaurants 
per square mile (and per inhabitant) than any 
other country. Visit viamichelin.co.uk and 
search for starred restaurants in Luxembourg. 

Every four years, Luxembourg plays host to 
EXPOGAST, a gastronomy fair, along with the 
Culinary World Cup. The most recent event, 
held in 2010, saw over 44,500 visitors, 150 ex-
hibitors, 5,600 menus served in Gastronomic 
Restaurant, and 2,400 competing chefs and 
confectioners from 53 countries.

The cuisine in Luxembourg has strong French 
and German influence, making it a great place 
for any epicurean. Be sure to try the national 
dish, judd mat gaardenbounen, which is 
smoked pork with a thick cream-based sauce, 
chunks of potatoes, and broad beans. If you’re 
an adventurous eater, you may also be inter-
ested in trying hare, wild boar, or calves’ liver 
dumplings. 

Those with simpler tastes can easily pick up 
fresh baguettes, cheese, and charcuterie from 
the local market for a ready-to-go picnic lunch, 
or try street vendor spicy sausages, potato pan-
cakes, and small fruit tarts. 

For visitors who want something they can only 
find in Luxembourg, the Grand Duchy has its 
very own honey – miel Luxembourgeois de 
marque nationale – protected under EU law. 
According to the Luxembourg National Tour-
ist Office, the high quality, naturally-produced 
honey has no additives and goes through rigor-
ous testing for appearance, purity, consistency, 
smell and taste. 

little is left of the tower perched on the sheer 
cliffs overlooking the River Alzette is common-
ly known as the “Hollow Tooth.”

Carved into the sandstone of the fortress ru-
ins is the Bock Casemates, also listed as an 
UNESCO World Heritage Site. The network of 
rock galleries and passages built by the Span-
iards were formerly used for underground de-
fense of the fortification. Over time, the tunnels 
have been used for everything from bakeries to 
kitchens, slaughterhouses, barracks, and WWII 
bomb shelters.

Driving out of Luxembourg City will inevitably 
bring you to several of the Grand Duchy’s hun-
dred or so castles of various styles and sizes – 
some open to the public, some privately owned, 
some in ruins and some beautifully restored.

For example, the 1,000-year-old Chateau de 
Bourscheid along the River Sure in northeast-
ern Luxembourg is a well-preserved example 
of a medieval castle, with its protective circular 
wall and defensive watchtowers. The govern-
ment declared it a national monument and, 
after its restoration, made it accessible to the 
public.

Another ancient medieval fortress, Buillon 
Castle, is situated on the Semois River near the 
French border. According to historians, Buil-
lon was the site from which the First Crusade 
departed. On the 11th of November, the town 
holds an annual hunters market where visitors 
can find game, meat, sausages, skins, marma-
lades, wines, and more.

Military history enthusiasts may want to visit 
the city of Wiltz, which famously served as the 
battleground in the Battle of the Bulge between 
Allied and German forces during World War II. 

the allure of luxembourg.
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