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SUMMER
HOTSPOTS

“Swimming with Sharks.”

Stay out of the water if you’re scared to swim with the sharks. The Standard’s 
weekly pool party is not for the tightly wound. Be warned: you may even have 
to defend yourself with a gun – a squirt gun, that is. Lounge in the Standard’s 
one-of-a-kind rooftop pool, sun-bathe on modern art furniture or dance drink 
in hand as live DJs spin the afternoon away. Doors open at 1 PM every Saturday 
in Downtown LA. 

To RSVP, visit www.swimmingwsharks.com

The Backyard at the W.

Cool off after a crazy weekend at the W Hotel’s Sunday pool party in The 
Backyard. Cure your post-party headache with the Hangover Brunch, or plan 
an afternoon in Westwood, work up an appetite in the pool and chow down 
on BBQ. The Backyard pool party starts at 11 AM and goes until 5 PM every 
Sunday.

LA Times and Food and Wine’s “The Taste.”

Gastronomes get your tickets now. Los Angeles Times and Food and Wine have 
joined forces to create “The Taste,” a four-day event (Sept 2-5) featuring some of 
LA’s biggest names in haute cuisine. Serious eaters will get to enjoy tastings and 
demonstrations from some of LA’s top restaurants and local wineries, as well as 
celebrity appearances from Scott Conant, Roy Choi, Giada De Laurentis, and 
Michael Voltaggio. Tickets run anywhere from $125-150 for individual events, 
with packages from $275 to $800.   

For more information on tickets and scheduling, visit events.latimes.com/taste.

“The Do-Over.”

Sip sangria and mingle with great folks at one of LA’s hottest backyard summer 
parties. Throughout its illustrious history (they started in 2005), The Do-Over 
has featured the likes of Diplo, Boys Noize, A-Trak and Will.I.Am – just a few in 
their spectacular lineup of mystery guests. The party has become so popular that 
the organizers decided to take the show on the road, hosting similar parties in 
Austin, Portland, New York, Miami and Hawaii. The Do-Over takes place from 2 
PM to 10 PM every Sunday at El Cid on Sunset.

Check out their blog at blog.thedoover.net

LACMA Jazz Nights.

Some of the best things in life are free. Take, for example, LACMA Jazz 
Nights, which features top-class talent at the Los Angeles County of Modern 
Art’s BP Grand Entrance every  Friday night from 6 to 11 PM. Make it an 
all-day affair with a trip to the Tim Burton exhibition (on display through 
October) before dinner and cocktails at Ray’s and the Stark Bar.

For the weekly lineup, visit www.lacma.org/programs/jazzatlacma.aspx.

Sundown Swim Soirees.

Pool parties aren’t relegated to the day-time anymore. Dim Mak record 
label founder and artist Steve Aoki throws his own Dim Mak Sunday Night 
Swim Party at the Drai’s Hollywood pool at 8 PM, with late-night frivolity 
extending until 2 AM. The Roosevelt Hotel’s Tropicana Bar offers its own 
weekly nighttime pool party, with doors opening at 10 PM on Tuesday nights 
throughout the summer. Music lovers who prefer to stay dry can check out 
the Thursday-night Mondrian Sessions, with live poolside performances at 
the Skybar from 8 PM to Midnight.

Downtown Art Walk.

Every second Thursday of each month, Downtown Los Angeles transforms 
into an art lover’s paradise, with art walk galleries showcasing work by local 
artists and photographers, as well as restaurants and bars. Take your time 
browsing the shops and keep a sharp eye out for the perfect poster or print to 
hang on your walls.

Cinespia’s Cemetery Screenings.

Meet your favorite, long-dead actors. Or at least, you can lean against the 
gravestones – Johnny Ramone, Cecil B. DeMille, Charlie Chaplin, Jayne 
Mansfield, and Douglas Fairbanks are all buried here – as you watch classic 
films screened by Cinespia at the Hollywood Forever Cemetery behind 
Paramount Studios. DJs are on-hand to perform sets before and after each 
classic film screening. Make sure to bring blankets, chairs, pillows, picnic 
baskets and whatever else you may need to fully enjoy the outdoor movie 
screening. Tickets are $10 each.

For a calendar of weekly screenings, check out www.cinespia.org/calendar

Paint, Wine, and Cheese.

Put the ‘art’ back into artisanal, with Paint, Wine and Cheese, held weekly 
Fridays and Saturdays from 6 to 9 PM at the Paint:Lab in Santa Monica. 
The LAB fee is $30 and includes paints, supplies, wine and cheese. Purchase 
an artboard or canvas, or bring your own. The breezy walk-in studio has 
everything you need to help you unwind and express your creative side.

To learn more, visit www.paintlab.net.

First Fridays.

Who says history is boring? The Los Angeles County Natural History 
Museum stays cutting edge by opening late every first Friday of each month 
for a grown-up evening of scientific discussion, fascinating lectures and 
behind-the-scenes museum tours, as well as live DJs and a pop-up lounge. 

Check out www.nhm.org/site/activities-programs/first-fridays.

Mindshare L.A.

Great minds think alike, right? Mindshare LA’s monthly mixer is designed for 
singles who are looking to mix and mingle with other inquisitive individuals. 
Doors open at 7 PM with drinks, prizes, hors d’oeurvres, games, guest 
speakers and intellectually stimulating discussion starters. If things go well, 
you might even want to stay for the afterparty.
 
Discover more at www.mindshare.la.

If you’re looking to have a good time in LA this 
summer, there are plenty of opportunities – day 
or night – to burn the candle from both ends.
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